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OBITUARY 
 

Jan ter Laak  
 

Jan ter Laak passed away on the 12th of March 2009, following a brief illness. His death 

has left a mark on all of us from the Pax Christi family who have had the privilege to have 

known him. Jan ter Laak was secretary of IKV, the Inter Church Peace Council from 1968 

to 1974, and assistant secretary of Pax Christi Netherlands. He was Pax Christi's General 

Secretary from 1983 to 1996. More information is available in Dutch and English in Ref: 

2009-0196. Please also see the following link which is in Dutch:   

http://www.rorate.com/nws.php?id=53188.  

 

Jan Gruiters, Director of IKV Pax Christi made a speech at the funeral. The speech is 

available in Dutch in Ref: 2009-0209-nl-gl-IS and in English in Ref: 2009-0209-en-gl-IS. 

 

TOP  

 

 

 

AFRICA 
 

 
Women in DR Congo 

 

International Womenõs Day was celebrated on the 8th of March 2009. Many Belgian NGOs 

including Pax Christi Flanders and Pax Christi Wallonie-Bruxelles took the opportunity to 

show solidarity with the Women in the DR Congo, who are facing innumerable hardships. 

The organisations all participated in a large public manifestation which took place in 

Brussels, in an effort to call attention to the problems being faced by womankind in the 

DR Congo.  

 

TOP  

 

 
Cross Border Meeting on Small Arms 

 

In the first week of March 2009, Pax Christi International organised a cross-border 

meeting on Small Arms and Light Weapons in Arua, Uganda, where activists from Uganda, 

Sudan and the DR Congo gathered to plot joint strategies and actions. For more 

information on the meeting please email: mark@paxchristi.net 

 

TOP  
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Regional Pax Christi Coordinator Horn of Africa 

 

Pax Christi International now has a regional coordinator for the Greater Horn of Africa 

network. Jane Maina has been working very closely with Mark Barwick of the International 

Secretariat on many of the projects undertaken in the region. Her office is located in 

Nairobi, Kenya. Jane can be contacted at the following email address: 

coordinator@paxchristihoa.org.  

 

TOP 

 

 
 

 

AMERICAS & CARIBBEAN 
 

 
Review Conference Mine Ban Convention in Colombia 

 

Columbia will host the Second Review Conference of the Mine Ban Convention that will 

take place at the end November 2009 in Cartagena. Pax Christi International is working 

for the widespread ratification of the antipersonnel mine ban, for greater support and 

resources for the victims of mines and for more programmes for mine removal. On the 4th 

of March 2009, Claudette Werleigh, Secretary General sent a letter regarding the 

conference to H.E. Francisco Santos, Vice President of Colombia. The letter is available in 

Ref: 2009-0176-en-am-SD. For more information on the international campaign to ban 

landmines please email: media@icbl.org 

 

TOP  

 

 

 
A Pax Christi Member in the US Administration 

 

Pax Christi USA is very pleased to have Dr. Arturo Chavez, a member of the National 

Council of Pax Christi USA and the President and CEO of the Mexican American Catholic 

College in San Antonio, Texas, appointed to the White House Council on Faith-Based and 

Neighbourhood Partnerships. Dr. Chavez's wisdom and insight will be of great value in this 

capacity and to this administration. 

 

TOP  
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Disappearances in Guatemala 

 

A Guatemalan police officer has been arrested in connection with the disappearance of 

labour activist Edgar Fernando García which occurred over 25 years ago. This arrest has 

highlighted the importance of the archives of military and police activity during the civil 

conflict. These accounts must be made public to allow accountability and justice to be 

done for the past violence in the country. Edgar Fernando Garciaõs wife, Nineth 

Montenegro is a co-founder of Pax Christi Internationalõs Member Organisation, the Grupo 

de Apoyo Mutuo (GAM) which supports families of the disappeared and works for 

government accountability in Guatemala.  

 

TOP  

 

 

GAM Releases Monthly Human Rights Report 

  

The Grupo de Apoyo Mutuo (GAM) has published its monthly report concerning the 

situation of human rights in Guatemala. GAM focuses on assessing the amount of killings 

(murders, accidents and extrajudicial), economic rights, violences against women, 

kidnappings and right to life, liberty and personal safety. GAM also makes 

recommendations and proposals to the government and the civil society for the 

improvement of the situation of human rights in Guatemala. The full report  is available in 

Spanish in Ref: 2009-0195-sp-am-AC  

 

TOP  

 

 
Evolutions in Latin America 

 

A seminar entitled òThe Politics of Development of Latin America and the Caribbeanó was 

organised by the Centre National de Coopération au Dévelopement (CNCD) in Brussels, 

Belgium. The seminar first presented the historical evolution of Latin Americaõs current 

nations. The rest of the seminar was dedicated to viewing and understanding current 

trends and situations in Latin America and the Caribbean, including decent work and the 

right to food, and EU-Latin American relations. The seminar included both expert 

testimonies discussing these themes and testimonies from Latin America. The seminar 

was attended by Claudette Werleigh, Secretary General of Pax Christi International and 

Beth Kenyon of the International Secretariat.  

 

TOP  
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Haiti Forum in Brussels 

 

On the 13th of March 2009, Claudette Werleigh participated in a Forum on Haiti entitled 

òWorking togetheró. The event was organised by 17 French-speaking Belgian NGOs that 

are involved in Haiti, in order to reflect together on how they can harmonise and 

coordinate their efforts.     

 

About 150 people attended the Forum, including people from Haiti. After a reminder of 

the objectives of the Forum, the three presentations covered different aspects of the 

situation in Haiti:  the Crisis of the State in relation to the changes happening in the 

Haitian society; Alternatives to the current economic, social, political and cultural 

situation; Work and society. In the afternoon, five parallel workshops were organised on: 

Formal and non formal Education; Agriculture and Food sovereignty; Public Health and 

Hygiene; Decent work, Assembly Plants and Migration; Justice and Human Rights. The 

Forum ended with typical Haitian food and cocktails offered by the Embassy of Haiti in 

Belgium.  

 

TOP  

 

 

 

 

ASIA & PACIFIC 
 

 

 
Justice and Peace: Sharia in Swat Valley is a Defeat for the Entire Country 

 

On the 17th of February 2009, Peter Jacob, secretary of the National Commission for 

Justice and Peace (NCJP), a Member Organisation in Pakistan, criticised the agreement 

between the Pakistani government and the Taliban. The agreement provides for peace in 

exchange for the introduction of Islamic law in the Swat valley. In an interview with 

Asianews, Peter Jacob says that, "We think that the more space we will give to 

fundamentalism, the more they will try to gain from this strategy." While the NCJP does 

not foresee a Taliban regime like the previous one in Afghanistan, it fears for the 

violations against women and religious minorities in the area. For more information 

please visit the following link: http://new.asianews.it/index.php?l=en&art=14506 

 

TOP  

http://new.asianews.it/index.php?l=en&art=14506


 

 

 

 
Pakistan NGO Support Group 

 

The Pakistan NGO Support Group met at the World Council of Churches in Geneva on the 

16th of March 2009. Participants discussed the current political situation, the 

Talibanisation and security situation, and the human rights issues in the country. Peter 

Jacob of the National Commission of Justice and Peace (NCJP), a Member Organisation in 

Pakistan, delegates of IKV Pax Christi Netherlands and Fr. Paul Lansu of the International 

Secretariat attended.   

 

TOP  

 

 

 
New Website of the BICPJ Bangladesh 

 

The Bangladesh Inter-Religious Council for Peace and Justice, a Member Organisation in 

Bangladesh has developed a new website. Please visit: http://www.bicpaj.org 

 

TOP  

 

 
Trauma Counselling and Right to Food Campaign in Orissa, India 

 

The National Commission for Justice, Peace and Development (NCJPD), a Member 

Organisation in India, organised a review and update of activities for the last Training of 

Trainers in trauma counselling which was held from the 25th to the 28th of March 2009, in 

Rayagada. Participants reviewed the outcomes of trauma counselling so far and 

discussed future plans and actions, and received training on the Right to Food Campaign. 

Since the previous training on the Neuro Linguistic Programming (NLP) in January 2009, 

the participants have successfully counselled more than 1000 people. More details are 

available in Ref: 2009-0210-en-ap-PE. 

 

TOP  
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Afghanistan: It is Time to End the Trail of Resentment and Hatred 

 

On the 11th of March 2009, Pax Christi USA released a new sign-on statement on 

Afghanistan. The aim of the statement is to change the public perception of the war in 

Afghanistan.  There is also a need to mobilise the public in order to change the minds of 

political leaders, encouraging them to change direction, change policy  and change 

strategy. This statement is but one part of a campaign to influence how the US as a nation 

goes forward from here on Afghanistan. Read and sign the statement at the following 

address:  http://www.paxchristiusa.org/AfghanistanStatement2009.asp 

 

TOP  

 

 

 

MIDDLE EAST 
 

 
Pax Christi UK in the Holy Land 

 

A Press Notice from a recent Pax Christi UK delegation to Palestine and Israel can be 

found at the following link: http://www.paxchristi.org.uk/press.HTML  

 

TOP  

 

 
The First Sumud Festival 30 th April-1st May 2009 

 

The Arab Educational Institute (AEI), a Member Organisation in Palestine is organising 

òThe Sumud Festivaló near the Wall around Rachelõs Tomb. This is a new cultural initiative 

in an area at the heart of Bethlehem that is severely affected by the Separation or 

Apartheid Wall. The festival is designed to show the spirit of the people ð sumud, or 

steadfastness ð not to succumb to the accumulative pressures of closure, checkpoints 

and settlement building. Challenging the oppression faced by the inhabitants in the 

Rachelõs Tomb area and elsewhere in Bethlehem and Palestine, the festival will bring out 

a message of freedom. They are in need of international volunteers to join this festiva l as 

participants. There will be opportunities for visual, musical and other performing artists to 

showcase their skills, and help to make this festival a success. For more information 

please visit the following website: http://www.aeicenter.org/aei/sumud/MAY1-2009.htm 

 

TOP  
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The Arab Educational Instituteõs Summer School: Call for International Volunteers 

 

The Arab Educational Institute (AEI), a Member Organisation in Palestine organises an 

annual summer school, which is a two-week event that involves about 100 Palestinian 

young people (6-30 years), educators and women from the Bethlehem and Ramallah 

regions in a variety of programmes. This yearõs theme is about the òArt of Breathingó. The 

AEI needs international volunteers to join this programme as trainers and organisers for 

sessions in arts, sports, crafts, music and other creative skills. The programme will take 

place end June/beginning July 2009. For more information please visit the following 

website: http://www.aeicenter.org/aei/archives/SummerSchool2009/index.htm 

 

TOP  

 

 
Interviews with Palestinian Teachers 

 

The Arab Educational Institute (AEI), a Member Organisation in Palestine is featuring a 

new series of interviews with Palestinian teachers on their website. The series is entitled 

òEducators and Conflict in Schools: What is Argued about, What is Done about it, and 

Aims for the Future.ó The interviews have been conducted by Teresa Mongan, an American 

research student studying conflict resolution. The first interview is with Susan Atallah, the 

English coordinator at Terra Sancta School for Girls/St Joseph in Bethlehem. For more 

information please visit: http://www.aeicenter.org/aei/sumud/stories/Educators-suzi.htm 

 

òConversations along the Wall near Rachelõs Tombó was an interview series originally set 

up last summer by Nina Koevoets, and is now continued by Sytske van Bruggen, a Dutch 

volunteer at AEI working at the new Sumud Story House. To read the two interviews with 

residents living close to the Wall, please visit the following links: 

http://www.aeicenter.org/aei/sumud/stories/Conversations_Wall-Talal.htm and 

http://www.aeicenter.org/aei/sumud/stories/Conversations_Wall-Nicola.htm 

 

 

TOP  

 
 

Crisis Action Mailing List on the Palestine & Israeli Conflict 

 

Pax Christi International is part of the Crisis Action mailing list on the Palestine & Israel 

conflict. The mails offer a selected overview of important events and statements on the  

http://www.aeicenter.org/aei/archives/SummerSchool2009/index.htm
http://www.aeicenter.org/aei/sumud/stories/Educators-suzi.htm
http://www.aeicenter.org/aei/sumud/stories/Conversations_Wall-Talal.htm
http://www.aeicenter.org/aei/sumud/stories/Conversations_Wall-Nicola.htm


 

 

 

 conflict. You can subscribe to the "I-OPT" Google group at the following link: 

http://groups.google.co.uk/group/i-opt. To post to this group, send email to i-

opt@googlegroups.com. More information about the mailing list is available at the 

following website: www.crisisaction.org 

 

TOP  

 

 

 
30th Group of Ecumenical Accompaniers in the Holy Land 

 

A new group of 25 Ecumenical Accompaniers (EAs) in Palestine and Israel began their 3-

month term on the 1st of February 2009. EAs are based in six placements: Bethlehem, 

Hebron, Jayyous, Tulkarem, Yanoun and Jerusalem. The new arrivals bring the total 

number of EAs who have participated in the programme to 522. The 30 th group of 

Ecumenical Accompaniers comprises of persons from 7 different countries (Canada, 

Germany, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, the UK and the US). Pax Christi International 

supports the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme Palestine and Israel  (EAPPI). In 

February, a Pax Christi UK delegation visited an EAPPI programme in Hebron. More 

information on EAPPI is available at the following website: www.eappi.org 

 

TOP  

 

 

 
The EU Response to the Israeli -Palestinian Conflict 

 

On the 19th of March 2009, the European Peace Building Liaison Organisation (EPLO) and 

the Palestinian Israeli Peace NGO Forum invited European peacebuilding organisations to 

a meeting at the Quaker House in Brussels to discuss the EU and the Israeli -Palestinian 

conflict. The Palestinian Co-chair, Mr. Saman Khoury, and the Israeli Co-chair, Dr. Ron 

Pundak, presented the Palestinian Israeli Peace NGO forum, established in January 2006, 

as a network of some 100 Palestinian and Israeli NGOs working towards peaceful 

relations. They explained their approach and strategies as well as their quest for 

cooperation, stressing the importance of the role of civil society to build constituencies for 

peace even throughout adverse times. Mr. Christian Jouret, Head of the 

Mediterranean/Barcelona and Middle East Task Force at the General Secretariat of the 

Council of the European Union, and Mr. Tomas Dupla del Moral, Director Middle East and 

South Mediterranean at the European Commission DG for External Relations, both 

commented on the response of the EU to the conflict in general, the challenges and  

http://groups.google.co.uk/group/i-opt
mailto:i-opt@googlegroups.com
mailto:i-opt@googlegroups.com
http://www.crisisaction.org/
http://www.eappi.org/


 

 

 

dilemmas it is facing and the most recent developments after the war in Gaza. Katrien 

Hertog of Pax Christi International, as well as members of other Member Organisations, 

attended the meeting. 

 

TOP  

 

 

 
World Week for Peace in Palestine Israel  

 

The World Week for Peace in Palestine Israel, initiated by the World Council of Churches, 

will be held from the 4th to the 10th of June 2009. The website for the Week is now up and 

running: www.worldweekforpeace.org . Find all the background information related to the 

Week as well as resources and reports on what has been done or what is planned on this 

website. The information on the site will expand as links and news is received from people 

all over the world taking action.  

 

If you or your organisation are planning any actions during the World Week, kindly inform 

us and send us a link to the action week information on your website. If you have 

interesting background information or educational resources on the settlements as it 

relates to certain lines in the message "It's Time for Palestine", you are invited to send us 

the title, a one-sentence intro, the related line in "It's Time for Palestine" message and the 

URL. Please contact: katrien@paxchristi.net 

 

TOP  

 

 

 
Seminar in Lebanon - òPreventing and Dealing with Violent Radicalisationó  

 

From the 5th to the 8th of March 2009, Pax Christi International organised a seminar in 

Lebanon on òPreventing and Dealing with Violent Radicalisationó in cooperation with its 

partner organisation, the Lebanese Association for Civil Rights (LACR). The seminar was 

attended by 30 representatives of civil society, mainly from partner organisations of Pax 

Christi in the Middle East, but also from sections of Pax Christi in Europe working on the 

Middle East and some civil society actors from Eastern Europe. The aim of the seminar 

was to gain a better understanding of the dynamics of violent radicalisation, to identify 

and share good practices, and to develop new ideas and initiatives. Focus and actions for 

follow up which were decided upon include the development of a  ôResource Kit on 

Preventing and Dealing with Violent Radicalisationõ for people and organisations in the  

http://www.worldweekforpeace.org/
mailto:katrien@paxchristi.net


 

 

 

field, as well as the development of a pro-active approach towards òextremistó and 

òradicaló groups and individuals. A core group has been established to further develop 

these ideas and practices. 

 

TOP  

 

 

 

 
6th Anniversary War in Iraq 

 

Pax Christi USA invited its members to observe the 6 th anniversary of the war in Iraq from 

the 18th to the 22nd of March 2009. Members were invited to reflect through prayer, 

fasting and action appropriate to the season of Lent. They continue to work for the end of 

the occupation. More information is available on the website: www.paxchristiusa.org 

 

TOP  

 

 

 
The Future of the Christian Minorities in the Middle East 

 

On the 20th of March 2009, three members of the federal parliament of Belgium 

organised a colloquium to shed light on the situation of Christians and other minorities in 

the Middle East today. Msgr. Louis Sako, the Chaldean-Catholic Archbishop of Kirkuk gave 

an account of his daily life in Iraq as a ò2nd class citizenó and shared his vision of 

peacefully living together and equal citizenship in an open Iraq. Different speakers also 

emphasised the contribution that the Christian communities could bring to societies in 

the Middle East, such as challenging Islam to be a respectful religion, being the bridge 

between East and West, bringing more love and forgiveness in the region and helping to 

develop democratic, open societies. Katrien Hertog of the International Secretariat 

attended the colloquium. 

 

TOP  
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EUROPE 
 

 
Days of World Religions in Poland 

 

The Klub Inteligencji Katolickiej (KIK), a Member Organisation in Poland, joined Christians 

in other countries in prayers and celebrations for the week of Christian Unity in January. 

However, in Poland a tradition has been established that the day before the Octave is 

celebrated as a Day of Judaism and prayers were offered in a Cathol ic church within the 

original Jewish ghetto before a procession to the nearby synagogue. Similarly the day after 

the Octave was celebrated as a Day of Islam. The KIK has joined Initiative õ89 which aims 

to remind and mobilise Polish society to celebrate the 20th anniversary of 1989 and the 

changes which ensued. 

 

TOP  

 

 

 
Protest against Anti-Semitism in Antwerp 

 

On the 4th of March 2009, 4 Jews were attacked by an unknown person in Antwerp. Pax 

Christi Flanders protested against these acts of aggression with a press release that 

stated that no single group of people should be the focus of aggression. The statement 

also stressed that every individual deserves respect and dignity, and that the conflict in 

Palestine & Israel should not be exported to cities like Antwerp. The press release is 

available in Dutch at the following link: http://www.rorate.com/nws.php?id=53005 

 

TOP  

 

 

 
National Congress Pax Christi France 

 

On the 21st of March 2009, Claudette Werleigh, Secretary General of Pax Christi 

International attended the National Congress of Pax Christi France. The theme selected 

for this yearõs event was: Women, Actors of Peace. Mgr. Marc Stenger, President of Pax 

Christi France, opened the Congress with a speech on òWomen at the heart of societyó.  

The Congress focused particularly on the situation and the role played by women in the 

Middle East with speeches by women from Israel, Palestine and Lebanon. 

 

TOP  

http://www.rorate.com/nws.php?id=53005


 

 

 

 
Situation in Chechnya - Hearing in the European Parliament  

 

On the 18th of March 2009, Mr. T. Zwiefka, Polish member of the European Parliament, 

organised a rather rare hearing on the situation in Chechnya. Most of the speakers 

confirmed that the bombing in Chechnya has been replaced by a regime of fear and 

oppression, which has closed off the past and the war crimes. This, in turn, has 

emphasised the need to apply international law and norms in dealing with Russia. The 

hearing was attended by Katrien Hertog of the International Secretariat as well as 

members of Pax Christi Flanders. 

 

TOP  

 

 

 
European Parliament Conference - òOur Shared Values for Europeó  

 

The EPP-ED Group of the European Parliament organised a Conference on òOur Shared 

Values for Europeó on the 17th of February 2009, which was attended by NGO 

representatives, politicians, academics and religious leaders. Katrien Hertog of the 

International Secretariat contributed with a presentation on the need to develop an 

insightful, consistent and pro-active EU policy to engage religionsõ potential for 

peacebuilding.  

 

TOP  

 

 

 

 

DISARMAMENT & DEMILITARISATION 
 

 
Global Week of Action Against Gun Violence  

The Global Week of Action Against Gun Violence will be held from the 15th to the 21st of 

June 2009, and will highlight the international campaign to stop the proliferation and 

misuse of small arms. Each year activists around the world use the Global Week of Action 

Against Gun Violence to raise awareness, campaign for better gun laws and push for 

stronger regulation of the global arms trade. Pax Christi  International invites all its 

Member Organisations to participate in this Week of Action. 

 



 

 

Key dates for possible Week of Action advocacy include:  

 

 International Day of the African Child ð 16th June 

 Fatherõs Day ð 19th June 

 World Refugee Day ð 20th June.  

 

 

The Week of Action is an excellent opportunity to raise awareness about these events:  

 

 Global Gun Destruction Day - 9th July  

 UN Open Ended Working Group on an Arms Trade Treaty ð 13th-17th July.  

 

More information is available at the following website: www.iansa.org 
 

 

TOP  

 
 

 

60th Anniversary of NATO   

 

On the 60th anniversary of the establishment of NATO, Pax Christi International and a 

number of its Member Organisations took the following actions: 

 

1. Pax Christi Flanders issued an analysis and position statement on the 60 th 

anniversary of NATO and its Summit taking place in early April 2009. The statement 

referred to the role of NATO in Afghanistan, NATOõs Nuclear Strategy, Missile 

Defense System and the NATO Enlargement. The statement is available in Dutch in 

Ref: 2009-0096-nl-gl-SD, in French in Ref: 2009-0096-fr-gl-SD and in English in Ref: 

2009-0096-en-gl-SD. Please also read the article in Dutch on the following website: 

http://www.rorate.com/nws.php?id=53126. 

 

2. On the 25th of March 2009, the Executive Committee of Pax Christi International 

issued a statement on NATO entitled òWhat Future for this 60-Year-Old?ó The 

statement calls for an overall change of NATOõs strategy in Afghanistan, and for 

NATO to fully and unambiguously promote nuclear disarmament and non-

proliferation. It also calls for extreme caution regarding the expansion of NATO. The 

statement is available in English in Ref: 2009-0183-en-gl-SD. 

 

 

 

http://www.iansa.org/
http://www.rorate.com/nws.php?id=53126
http://storage.paxchristi.net/2009-0183-en-gl-SD.pdf


 

 

3. A Shadow NATO Summit was been held in Brussels on the 31st of March and the 1st 

of April 2009. Civil society policy experts on comprehensive security met to identify, 

discuss and share ideas concerning the future of the NATO Alliance. Paul Lansu of 

the International Secretariat attended. 

 

4. Pax Christi Freiburg (Germany) and the International Peace Bureau are involved in 

the NATO programme of the peace movement taking place in Strasbourg and Kehl 

from the 3rd to the 5th of April 2009.   
 

TOP  

 
 

 

Convention Cluster Munition at United Nations 

 

On the 18th of March 2009 the United Nations hosted an event on the Convention on 

Cluster Munitions where countries were invited to sign and/or deposit their instruments of 

ratification. This was a perfect opportunity to pressure states to take these formal steps 

and to ask them to give an update on measures taken at a national level. It was also an 

opportunity for government officials to get an update on the progress and next steps for 

the Convention on Cluster Munitions. Members of IKV Pax Christi in the Netherlands have 

been monitoring the event and the International Secretariat contributed by sending mails 

to specific governments.  
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Appeal For Action on Uranium Weapons 

 

The International Coalition to Ban Uranium Weapons (ICBUW) called on governments, civil 

society and international agencies to take urgent action on uranium weapons. The ICBUW 

of which Pax Christi International is a member, made an appeal from the Latin American 

Conference on Uranium Weapons in San Jose, Costa Rica, which took place on the 6th and 

7th of March 2009. The main themes for the second and final day included Depleted 

Uranium and international and domestic law and Depleted Uranium contamination in 

Latin America. For more information please visit the following links:  

http://www.bandepleteduranium.org/en/a/264.html and 

http://www.bandepleteduranium.org/en/a/265.html  
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PEACE BUILDING 
 

 

Dynamic Women 

 

òDynamic Womenó was the title of a special session organised by IKV Pax Christi on the 

5th of March 2009, in context to International Womenõs Day that was celebrated on the 8th 

of March.  òDynamicó women spoke about emancipation, integration and participation of 

Turkish women in the Netherlands, about Musicians without Borders, and on the role of 

women in (post) conflict areas. The session was closed with a òNetwork Caf®.ó 
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A New Need for Dialogue on Race in the US 

 

As part of their ongoing efforts launched in 1999 as òBrothers and Sisters All: The Pax 

Christi USA Anti-Racism Initiative,ó Pax Christi USA has been examining racism within their 

own movement, as well as in the church and society. On the 18th of March 2009, Pax 

Christi USA issued a new statement calling for the need for a new dialogue on race.  For 

more information please visit the following website: www.paxchristiusa.org 
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RECONCILIATION PROCESSES 

 

Annual Peace History Conference 

 

The 2009 Annual Peace History Conference will take place in London on the 24th and 25th 

of April 2009. The following topics are included in the programme: Henry Dunant, 

Solferino (1859) and the origins of the Red Cross; Dawn of a European Middle East Policy, 

Bruno Kreisky and the Socialist International; The influence of Francis of Assisi, 

messenger of peace and reconciliation; Remembering Humanity, Pugwash, scientists and  

http://www.paxchristiusa.org/


 

 

 

peace; Henry Ford's Peace Ship; Conscientious Objectors in action, working with the 

fighting forces in WW2; Civilian Resistance in the US to the war in Vietnam. The 

Conference is a joint initiative of the Movement for the Abolition of War and the 

International Peace Bureau of which Pax Christi International is a member. More 

information is available via the following website: www.abolishwar.org.uk 
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EDUCATION AND YOUTH WORK FOR PEACE 
 

 

Living with Diversity 

 

On the 28th of February 2009, Pax Christi Flanders organised a study day with young 

guests from Central European and the Belgian police. The aim was to learn from one 

another about how to live in a diverse society. The youngsters learned about how to work 

together with police in a democratic society. More information is available in Dutch at: 

http://www.kerknet.be/actua/nieuws_detail.php?nieuwsID=84438 
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Peace Education Pax Christi Wallonie-Bruxelles 

 

Pax Christi Wallonie-Bruxelles focuses its programmes on the challenges of their own 

society and in developing a culture of peace. The Annual Peace Week will take place in 

Charleroi in October 2009, and will focus on social and economic violence. The Member 

Organisation will also concentrate on the situation of some migrant communities, 

especially those from Central Africa living in Belgium. On the European level, Pax Christi 

Wallonie-Bruxelles will concentrate on the enlargement of the European Union and on 

nonviolent education in the case of the Palestine & Israel conflict. The section has two 

websites: www.paxchristiwb.be and www.jeunesenpaix.be 
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INTERFAITH AND INTERCULTURAL COOPERATION FOR PEACE 
 

 
UN Decade of Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue 

 

A briefing was held on the 4th of March 2009 at the United Nations in New York on the 

Initiative for a UN Decade of Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue, Understanding and 

Cooperation for Peace. A group of religious communities, interfaith and value -based 

organisations have been promoting the idea of a Decade to be launched for 2011-2020. 

Betty Begley, representative of Pax Christi International at the UN attended. For more 

information please visit the following website: www.faithdecadeforpeace.net 
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DEVELOPING PEACE SPIRITUALITY AND THEOLOGY 
 

 

Ash Wednesday 

 

The 25th of February 2009 was Ash Wednesday. Pax Christi UK held their annual liturgy of 

Repentance and Resistance to Nuclear War Preparations at the Ministry of Defence.  A 

copy of the liturgy used can be found at the following link: 

http://www.paxchristi.org.uk/Documents/AW_09_Liturgy.pdf 
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INTERNATIONAL CALENDAR 
 

Click here to view the International Calendar of upcoming events: 

http://storage.paxchristi.net/calendar.pdf.  

 

To unsubscribe from this list contact library@paxchristi.net or write to us at: 

 

http://www.faithdecadeforpeace.net/
http://www.paxchristi.org.uk/Documents/AW_09_Liturgy.pdf
http://storage.paxchristi.net/calendar.pdf
mailto:library@paxchristi.net
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Pax Christi International  

21 Vieux Marché aux Grains  

B-1000 Brussels,  

Belgium. 

 

 

Pax Christi is the International Catholic Peace Movement with members worldwide 

For more information visit our website: www.paxchristi.net    
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